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divinely   beautiful   and   godly   graceful.-  Chariots,
horses, ornaments. . . .what not,

Svobhava martyasya yad antdka etat
sarven riyanam jarayanti tejah;
Apt sarvam jivitam alpam eva,
tava eva vahas tava nrtya gite.
(26) Ephemeral these; Oh Death, these tend to
decay, the fire (vigour) of all the senses in man. Even the
longest life is indeed short. Thine alone be the chariots,
Hie dance and the music.
The patient has reacted well to the suggestive
questions of Lord Death who esstwhile acted as
a psychiatrist. This is evident from the tone and
the word of Nachiketas's answer. Moreover, the
very argument hinted at by Nachiketas, based
upon which he has come to the same conclusion
that the finite sense-objects have no eternal value,
clearly shows that Nachiketas, though a boy, has
lived a fruitful life of intelligent self-analysis and
critical discrimination of men and things.
He characterises truly all objects of the senses
as finite and ephemeral, and hence, his disgust for
them. During his short life in the world, he has been
living intensely, and in his discrimination, he has
come to the wise conclusion that material objects,
even if they be heavenly, are but things delusory and
so will not last long, "even till tomorrow" Swa-
abhave.